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legate of Lusitania, Otho. The impression was general that Galba was both capable and upright, and that, old as he was, he was the right man for the place. Nevertheless, three months after he entered Rome Otho had won over the praetorians, Galba was murdered (Jan-nary, 69), and Otho in turn was duly invested by the Senate with the authority and insignia of the Princeps. The dangerous precedent had been set of allowing one of the many armies of the Empire to put forward its own chief as claimant to the throne, and the other armies saw no reason for giving way to such dictation. Even before the murder of Galba the legions on the Rhine frontier, whither Aulus Vitellius had just been sent to take up the command, hailed Vitellius as Irnperator, and a strong column was immediately on the march for Italy. By the middle of March the lieutenants of Vitellius had passed' the Alps; in April they met Otho in battle and defeated nim. Otho committed suicide, and in July Vitellius was in Rome, Invested by the Senate with the Principate.
Galba, if any one, had had a reasonable claim to come fonvard as the savior of the Empire; neither Otho nor Vitellius had any claim at all, and the legions in Egypt had declared their allegiance to their own chief, Flavius Vespasianus, before Vitellius entered Rome, Vespasian was a man of humble birth, whose great-grandfather was reputed to have been merely a peasant and whose father was a tax-lanner and money-lender. He himself had risen by his sheer merits as a soldier and administrator. The armies of the East followed the army of Egypt; the armies of the Danube declared in favor of Vespasian; in October they had entered Italy. The fleet in the Adriatic supported them; in December the praetorians who had been dispatched to fight them joined them instead. Vitellius was caught and killed, and a fourth Emperor was proclaimed within the eighteen months following the death of Nero. Vespasian was a first-rate officer and a level-headed man of business. There was no one to put in a counter-claim, and the new Emperor set about organizing matters so as to prevent any repetition of the recent chaos. The necessity for a single head and a centralized government was manifest to every one; the alternative was a complete break-up. But the events of the last eighteen months and the accession of Vespasian himself had destroyed the possibility of fixing the course of the succession in the family of the Caesars. Vespasian adopted the fiction of hereditary descent, although the facts were against him. He not 03% took tbe title of Caesar himself, but from thence forth that title wa$ bestowed also upon the heir-apparent, the natural successor, or, laiHng a natural heir, upon a son by adoption. Thus a working theory of the succession was established.
The Principate had been established by Augustus on the hypothesis the Republic had been restored, and that the Princeps was an\